“The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet”
PERSUASIVE WRITING ASSIGNMENT
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Who is to blame for the deaths of Romeo and Juliet? Fate? Themselves? Their families? Take a position and support your position with specific examples from the play.
Your introduction should state your purpose and position (and include the title/author of the literature). It should also touch briefly on the basic premise of Romeo and Juliet’s demise. What happened? Why? And, who was ultimately to blame?
Your body paragraphs should elaborate your position with specific examples. If you feel there was just one party responsible for their deaths, you may have three or four body paragraphs that elaborate on this one party’s actions. Or, you may feel that there was more than one party responsible for their deaths. In this case, you would have three or four body paragraphs where each paragraph discusses a separate party or cause.
Your paper should follow the basic writing guidelines we use for all writing assignments; if you don’t recall these guidelines, I suggest you ask. In general, your writing will be assessed in the areas outlined below. Read these descriptions carefully before writing, and refer to them as you write.

· AUDIENCE AND PURPOSE: Clearly state your position and effectively persuade the reader of the validity of your argument.

· ORGANIZATION: Organize your writing carefully with strong transitions to help link words and ideas.

· ELABORATION: Develop arguments with specific, well-elaborated support.

· USE OF LANGUAGE: Vary your sentence structure and make good word choices. There should be very few errors in spelling, grammar, or punctuation.
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