30 Days of Poetry
Guidelines

“30 Days of Poetry” is an online poetry project created by another English teacher, Ms. Rogers. We, your beloved English Department, believe that her project is definitely worth sharing form many reasons. First of all, the title itself is delightful: 30 Days of Poetry…We’ll actually be doing around 20 Days of Poetry. The project is also both creative and systematic. Creative people will be thrilled with the endless options and flexibility in creating their own poetry. And more systematic people will be thrilled with formulas that can be used to create poetry. 

This project is about CREATING poetry. In the process of creating poetry, you will learn a few things, too! Do you know what a pantoum is? How about a sestina? If not, you’ll find out.

In order to proceed through 30 days of poetry in 20 days, you’ll have to write more than one poem each class period. Our goal is to write 20 poems in 20 days—that’s 1 a day. Here’s how it will work:
· Flip through your “30 Days of Poetry” booklet. Notice that each day is labeled.
· Each one of our class periods may be devoted to several days of poetry. 
· Each poem assigned must be completed (contain a rough and final draft) by the next period. If you are cooperative and supportive, you can work in pairs or small groups in class. Sometimes a little conversation gets the creative juices flowing.
· At the end of the 20 days, you will have 20 poems that will be used to make a chapbook (another term you’ll learn all about). Hint: If you’re low on cash, these would make excellent gifts

What are you waiting for? Get started writing!

