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The Election of a New School Board 

Josie Flynn 

     On the Tuesday preceding elections in April, there was an open forum for Illini Bluffs School Board candidates at the Lake Camelot Club-

house. A group of community members put the forum together so the community could meet the candidates and get to know their position on 

issues.  

     Byron Sondgeroth was the only candidate running for a two-year term. Even though he ran unopposed, he still attended the event and said that 

his children’s success in athletics and academics at IB are what motivated him to become a board member. 

     One of the last questions of the evening focused on drug testing. Dennis Brown commented on the subject with the statement that the motiva-

tion for implementing this was to insure that our school grounds are drug free and to give the school positive press. Stan Scott answered the ques-

tion by stating that although he is not against drug testing, he felt the route our district took was the wrong way to go. He is also looking forward 

to working with the staff to decrease the amount of strikes taking place in our district. 

     It seems as if the candidates are trying to move forward in a more positive direction. Matt Rademaker talked about being focused on getting 

IB back on the right track with his experience with unions as a firefighter for the city of Pekin, and Steve Nofsinger talked about being ready to 

move forward in a positive direction as well. Dan Hordesky also spoke of his goal of bringing a more positive interest in the surrounding commu-

nities with his rich background in education.  

      The candidates all have professional backgrounds that will bring a positive atmosphere to Illini Bluffs. They seem to all bring something new 

to the board. Alex Giftos works at Caterpillar, has experience in labor relations, and volunteers in the community. He continued the positive mes-

sage by saying, “Everyone wants to see our kids do better. I really have a value that I place on public education and what it can bring to a com-

munity.”  

      Voting took place on April 9th. Alex Giftos, Matt Rademaker, and Stan Scott were voted onto the board with a four-year term, each with 

roughly 20 percent of the vote. Byron Sondgeroth accepted the seat for a two-year term. Exact percentages can be found on the Peoria County 

Election website in a PDF document. The new board has met and began restructuring committees. The board elected Ryan Alwood as President, 

Matt Rademaker as Vice-President, and Alex Giftos as Secretary.  

Congratulations to our Outstanding Student Athletes for this semester. These students are not only phenomenal athletes, but they also shine in the 

classroom. Please support these students and congratulate them for their accomplishments on and off the field. 

 

Student Athletes of the Semester 
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Jaycee Leigh Johnson is one of this semester’s outstanding female athletes. She is a senior who is involved in Volleyball, 

Basketball, Softball, National Honor Society, Madrigal, and the Teen Safe Driving Club. Her favorite sport is softball because 

she loves to be outside in the nice weather and loves to get down and dirty. Her most memorable moment in basketball was 

going to state her junior year. Jaycee likes to hangout with her friends and family in her spare time. When she isn’t doing that 

she is either sitting at home reading a book or outside practicing. After graduation she will attend Spoon River College with a 

softball scholarship to get her Associate’s Degree in Science and then transfer to OSF Nursing School. 

 

 

Nicole Lynn Russell is a senior and is also our outstanding female athlete for this semester. She is involved in Basketball, 

Softball, National Honor Society, Spanish Club, and the Teen Safe Driving Club. Nicole’s favorite sport is softball because it 

is a team sport, and they get to play outside. Her most memorable moment was going to state junior year and finishing third. 

Nicole likes to spend most of her spare time with her friends and family. After graduation, she plans to attend Drake University 

to get a Doctorate of Pharmacy and a Masters in Business Administration. 

For Dr. Light’s letter to the community, please visit www.illinibluffs.com. 
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Straight News 
A Wise Move 

By Lauren Stevenson 

IBMS students have many extra curricular activities to choose from during the school year. The more well known activities would include sports, 

but they also have different clubs for the students to become more involved. One of these is Chess Club which is run by Mrs.Tillhof, a sixth 

grade teacher. She explained to me how chess club typically works. They meet and play every other Tuesday. Chess does not compete, but Mrs. 

Tillhof hopes that one day they will be able to become skilled enough to go to competitions. The group of kids at the start is an average-sized 

group, but once Scholastic Bowl begins, most of the participants divide their time between the two activities. Scholastic Bowl is run by Mrs. Ma-

lin, another IBMS teacher. They start out with sixteen participants, eight on Junior Varsity and eight on Varsity. When the regional tournament 

comes around, she will take eight of the best players and put them on an elite team. 

Illini Bluffs Middle School has been awarded the ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AWARD for 2012 from the Illinois State Board of Education.  

This is a very special honor; only 454 schools in the state received this honor.  To earn an Academic Excellence Award a school must meet the 

following criteria: Made Adequate Yearly Progress in 2011 and 2012 as required by No Child Left Behind and 90 percent of the students must 

have met or exceeded state standards in both reading and mathematics for the three most recent years. Receiving this award is no easy task.  We 

acknowledge the hard work and dedication of our teachers, students, staff and parents.  We also want to thank the IB community for your sup-

port. The Middle School focused on learning more about the Civil War during its annual Thematic Unit.  Students studied the different battles, 

and Mrs. Lincoln came to share what life was like during that time.  The unit ended with our students visiting Keokuk, IA to experience the Civil 

War Era.  Students were really surprised at the lack of medicines and medical care available during a war. Illini Bluffs Middle School joined the 

National Junior Honor Society.  The school inducted 34 students at the very first initiation ceremony.  Our Honor Society students have already 

started making an impact in the community by visiting a nursing home and bringing homemade treats.  Honor Society students have also col-

lected items for the Crittenton Center Fill the Crib Collection. On May 3rd, the Illini Bluffs Middle School in partnership with our Corporate 

Sponsor, Lonza Group of Mapleton, hosted a Career Day to expose our students in the 7th and 8th grade to some of the many different careers 

available to them in today’s world.  The 7th- 8th grade students moved from class to class, where they listened to and were able to ask questions of 

numerous speakers. The speakers explained a typical day in the field they represented, the requirements needed to be hired, and the benefits and 

pay that would go with it.  The 7th and 8th grade students watched career videos to expand their knowledge of available careers.  During the day 

students also visited 16 different jobs displayed at a Career Fair in the gym. Our 6th graders were also able to participate in the Career Fair. By the 

end of the day, our students had the opportunity to visit and learn from at least 30 different people and jobs that will hopefully help them to make 

an informed decision about the area upon which they’d like to concentrate on during their academic career. 

On April 8, 2013, IBHS students participated in “Operation Prom Night” presented by the Red Cross.  Students witnessed a re-enactment of an 

alcohol-related crash and heard testimony from law enforcement personnel and personnel from the Coroner’s Office.  They also heard from a 

mother who lost her son in an alcohol-related accident and now spends her time reaching out to high school students regarding the choices they 

make and the impact they can have on so many lives. IBHS would like to congratulate Taylor McClintock as the recipient of the Journal Star 

Player of the Year Award. Several Junior students will be participating in evening ACT review during the month of April. Thursday, March 28th 

marked IBHS’s annual “Anything Goes.” The event was well-organized by student leaders and a great time was had by all. On Wednesday, 

January 23, 2013, the IB Lady Tigers basketball teams roared to victory during the second annual pink out game for breast cancer. This year the 

events of the evening raised approximately $3800 which is more than double last year’s total!  Special thanks to Becky McClintock for organiz-

ing the event and to all of the parents who volunteered their time to make the evening a success. The driver's education parent night was held on 

Jan. 30th.  The turnout was great with 39 parents in attendance.  That accounted for an 86% attendance rate with only four students not having a 

parent representative attend.  Notes of the meeting were sent home for those parents to review. February 4th-8th was safe driving week at IBHS.  

The $2000 grant that Mr. Belville received from the Operation Teen Safe Driver (OTSD) was put to use throughout the week.  Monday's theme 

was speaking up against reckless driving.  Tuesday's theme was speeding.  Wednesday's theme was impaired driving.  Thursday's theme was 

buckling up.  Friday's theme was distractions.  Throughout the week, the safe driving team had a booth set up during lunch periods to pass out 

informational pamphlets and had students participated in a variety of games.  The highlight of the week on Friday was having State Trooper 

Pierce bring in the texting and driving simulator during GTT and lunch.  There were also booths set up for the public at the basketball game on 

Feb. 8, as well as activities at half time of the games.  Banners have been purchased and will be displayed by the roads outside the school and in 

the community. Students had class meetings during the week of January 7th during which they received their individual data and test scores and 

information explaining what those numbers mean and what they can do to change them to reflect academic growth.  Updated data will again be 

shared with students when Star Benchmark testing is completed near the end of January.    On December 7th, students participated in the annual 

Tower of Cans food drive and class competition.  Overall, IBHS students donated 5,183 items to the Glasford Christmas Basket Fund. In De-

cember, the Student Incentive/Staff Morale team implemented a Student Of The Month award.  The December winner was Austin Dimmitt.  

Austin was voted the winner by the IBHS Faculty using criteria such as citizenship and contribution to the IB community. IBHS is pleased to 

announce this year’s top 8% of the senior class who will be recognized as Sterling Merit Scholars.  They are:  Trevor Richmond, Nicole Russell, 

Blake Sondgeroth, Kyle Sweet, Kari Williamson, Christopher Worrick and Arianna Young. On March 7, 2013, The Timber Chapter of National 

Honor Society inducted nine new members.  They are:  Courtny Svendsen, Lance Athey, Sydney Campen, Josie Flynn, Cayce Fox, Lucas 

Knussman, Adam Look, Rebecca Mills and Sarah Mills. On March 1st the IBHS Student Advisory Committee hosted its second blood drive of 

the year in conjunction with the American Red Cross. IBHS would like to announce Kyle Sweet as the winner of the Lincoln Senior Award for 

2012-2013.  Kyle was nominated and chosen for the award by the teachers in the Social Studies department and will receive a $100 savings bond 

and awards, certificate and his name will be placed on the Lincoln Senior Award plaque in the high school. 

School Updates 
By Taylor Bolen 

Middle School Updates 

High School Updates 

The Rainforest 

By Josie Flynn 

Every year the elementary school decorates the hallways with exotic animals and colorful plants as they try to replicate the rainforest. I remember 

when I was back in elementary school and everyone always loved this time of the year! It gives the students a feel for something that most of 

them have never experienced before. The rainforest lasts for about 3-4 weeks, and the kids seem to enjoy it profoundly. They hang green stream-

ers from the ceilings and green tissue paper over the lights to give it the surreal, dark feel that an actual rainforest would have. The classrooms 

participate in activities that combine the rainforest with school while having fun at the same time. There is nothing more exciting than walking 

into school and entering something beyond that. Kids use their imaginations all of the time, and the rainforest setup gives the students the oppor-

tunity to express themselves at school in the hallway. 

Elementary School Updates—There are no updates for the Elementary School at this time. Please visit our website for announcements and information.  



Modifying Times 

Heather Broyles 

 

Illini Bluffs High School is making some schedule changes for the 2013-2014 school year.  Instead of the four-hour block schedule with alternat-

ing A and B days, IBHS will be switching to eight, 40-minute classes on Monday, Tuesday, and Friday of each week. Every Wednesday will be 

an A day, and every Thursday will be a B day, and on A and B days there will be a Guided Teacher Time from 11:15 to 11:45. On A and B days, 

five minute passing periods will remain, but on days with eight class periods, passing periods will be reduced to three minutes.  Along with the 

schedule changes, new classes will also become available. A History & Literature class has been board approved; Mr. Brown and Mrs. Coulter 

will partner to teach this course. There will also be a World Drumming class beginning next year, and a Physical Education: Strength and Condi-
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(Please read aloud for the 

best effect) 

American Problems Class Field Trip 

Maddie Gresham 

 

This semester Mr. Huey’s and Mrs. Gresham’s American Problems classes visited the East Peoria UAW Hall to learn about negotiating contracts 

between union and management parties.  This process started with a visit from Tom McLaughlin, who addressed a set of issues the students 

would be working with during their visit to the hall.  The mock trial focused on a hospital in the process of negotiating its contract.  Some of the 

issues that had to be resolved included health insurance, salary, pensions, and overtime pay.  When classes arrived, they were divided into groups 

with students from other schools, including Farmington, Manual, and Central.  Groups were then labeled as either a union or management group 

and were assigned to a leader with negotiating experience to help guide them through the process.  After talking some strategy with their leader, 

groups met with the opposite party to begin mock negotiations.  Working through a lunch provided by The Spotted Cow, negotiated agreements 

were finalized around noon, and everyone shared their final contracts with the group.  Students left with a better understanding of real world 

situations that could very well affect them in the future.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why did Cinderella get kicked off the  

softball team? 
Because she ran away from the ball! 

 

Why didn’t the melons get married? 
Because they cantaloupe! 

 

What does the grape say when it gets smushed? 

Nothing… it just lets out a little wine! 

 

Knock, Knock! 

 Who’s there!? 

Dishes. 

Dishes who!? 

Dishes a very bad joke… 

 

Knock, Knock! 

Who’s there!? 

Dwayne. 

Dwayne who!? 

Dwayne the bathtub, I’m drowning... 

Anything Goes for the Teachers 

Lauren Stevenson    

 

  This year during Anything Goes, the high school Student Coun-

cil hosted a penny drive throughout the week. Each class was able 

to raise money throughout the week to give their class sponsors a 

treat. The freshmen and sophomore sponsors were awarded their 

prizes. For the freshmen sponsors, those with the least amount 

raised, they received a pie to the eye. Sponsors, Mrs. Breweur and 

Mrs. Burklund, Mrs. Jackson’s student teacher, were gracious 

enough to take the hit from freshmen class President, Sam Giftos.   

    The sophomore sponsors, Mrs. Coulter and Mr. Bell were 

given the opportunity to kiss a pig. While most of the audience 

squealed with delight as the two leaned in to plant their lips upon 

the pig, its squeals seemed more like those of terror. The two 

sponsors responded appropriately by retreating with looks of hor-

ror, but immediately returning to console the small animal with 

gentle pats on the head. 

     This was the first year this event has taken place in quite a 

long time. Hopefully it will become a staple of Anything Goes.  

Proud Sponsors of the 2013 Yearbook 

 

Straight News 
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Feature Stories 
A Twist to an Old Tradition 

By Heather Broyles 

 

     On March 28, 2013 if you drove by Illini Bluffs High School, you 

would have assumed the high school students had lost their sense of 

style. Freshmen showed up in an array of green clothing, Sophomores in 

blue, Juniors in red, and Seniors were decked out in orange and black. 

Color coded classes could only mean one thing:  It was the day of Any-

thing Goes.  

      This year was a little different from the past because instead of cele-

brating this day of competition on a shortened schedule day, students 

participated during a regular, 3:15 dismissal on the day before spring 

break. The full day gave the students more time to savor all the day’s 

events. The students attended all their classes, but at 12:30 the festivities 

began.  

     First, a photo booth was set up in the commons area, and it served as 

a fundraiser for the yearbook. Students were photographed with fun 

props brought by Fire Guys Photo Booth rental, and it gave everyone an 

opportunity to remember the fun they had with their friends on that day, 

even if they forgot a camera. Next, students were ushered into the audi-

torium, and when the lights shut off, the senior Student Council mem-

bers surprised the student body with a choreographed glow stick dance. 

When the lights came back on, students were shocked to see that not 

only were the senior council members involved in the dance, but so were 

some of our teachers. Finally, with the whole school rallied up, a flood 

of green, blue, and red rushed into the gymnasium while the Seniors pa-

tiently waited to make their grand entrance. After the orange and black 

completed the array of colors in the gym, the competitions began.  

     The Class of 2013 was ready to defend their title after winning as 

Juniors the previous year. This year’s Juniors, however, came in full 

force, ready take the win from the Seniors. The Sophomores were also 

ready to put up a fight, and the Freshmen surprised some with their 

readiness to compete. Students cheered for their class, and the traditional games of tug

-o-war, relay race, and pyramid were, as always, a success.  Another fund raiser that 

was held was Kiss the Pig. Mrs. Coulter and Mr. Bell, both Sophomore class spon-

sors, had to kiss the pig since the Sophomores raised the most money, while Mrs. 

Brewer and Mrs. Burkland got pied in the face because the Freshmen raised the least.  

     In the end the Seniors were able to take a victory lap with another win. The scores 

were fitting, as it went in order of the classes with the Juniors taking second place, 

Sophomores third, and the Freshmen in fourth. When the bell rang at 3:15, spring break officially began as Anything 

Goes came to a close for this year. 

 

     On April 8th, Illini Bluffs High School put together a reen-

actment that illustrated what it would be like during and after 

a drunken car crash after a prom party. The Red Cross came 

to the school and helped set up the scene of the wreck. The 

drunk driver, played by Chet Merritt, caused a head-on colli-

sion with a fellow-classmate, played by Zach Crall. In the 

midst of the accident, Chet’s date, played by Destiny Deal, 

was ejected through the windshield and killed. Zach was 

paralyzed after being pinned in the car and his date, played by 

Becca Mills, was also paralyzed and had to be placed in a 

wheelchair.  Moments after the accident occurred, friends 

played by Jaycee Johnson, Arianna Young, Chris Merry, and 

Kyle Sweet witnessed the wreck, called for help, and tried to 

calm the victims. 

     Peoria County Police Officers and the Timber Hollis Fire 

Department showed up to demonstrate the processes they go 

through when dealing with such accidents. The police officer 

even went though the sobriety test that would happen if 

someone were arrested for being under the influence. The 

Peoria County Coroner’s Office investigated the mock-crash 

scene where Destiny was lying on the hood. He pronounced 

her to be dead, then moved her body to a gurney, and finally 

took her to the funeral home. 

     Guest speaker, Michelle Watson, told us her story of how 

her son was killed in a substance-related car accident. During 

her story, many students were touched and became emo-

tional. As a student observer, I found this presentation to be a 

good learning experience as well as a tear-jerker. The per-

formance opened a lot of eyes and made students want to 

think twice before driving drunk or getting into a car with 

someone who has been drinking. 

PSAE Incentives 

By Blake Sondgeroth 

 

     Most Juniors don’t know what 

PSAE stands for, let alone how it bene-

fits them. The Prairie State Achieve-

ment Examination is given the day af-

ter the ACT, so most students are worn 

out and aren’t motivated to do well on 

it. This year, however, the Juniors have 

been offered incentives such as: free 

tickets to Homecoming and Prom, ad-

mission passes to sporting events, days 

off of school, exemption from finals, 

and much more. This all sounds rosy, 

but last year’s Juniors, now Seniors, 

were left empty-handed after their suc-

cess, and the rewards were not equal in 

quality or quantity. 

     Senior Alex Hewit gives his input: 

“The PSAE incentives for Seniors 

were not enough to motivate a majority 

of the students. Most students were so 

mentally drained from the ACT that 

they didn’t care at all about the PSAE. 

I was the only student to exceed in 

every category, but I wasn’t given 

what I was promised until a month left 

in my last year of high school.” We 

hope the incentives serve their full pur-

pose as motivation, but we also would 

like to see the students receive full ac-

clamation for their success. 

Operation: Prom Night 
By Taylor Bolen 
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Outstanding Teachers 

Mrs. Carr 
By Maddie Gresham 

 

     If you can tie your shoes, color inside the lines and blow your nose you probably have a kindergarten teacher to thank for that; for many of us 

that is Mrs. Carr.  Mrs. Carr has been teaching for 24 years, and most of those years have been spent with eager and excited first-year students.  

She says her favorite part of teaching this grade is hearing all of the stories from her students, and if she could change one thing about her career 

she wishes she would have started out teaching kindergarten.  You can see this passion just watching her class as her students work quietly and 

busily on numerous tasks.  Mrs. Carr said if she had to teach a high school subject it would be Literature, but that won’t be happening anytime 

soon I’m sure.  Illini Bluffs Elementary School is lucky to have such dedicated and excellent teachers like Mrs. Carr. Hopefully many more 

young students will get the chance to be in her classroom. 

Mr. Carr 

By Maggie Look 

 

     Whether you’re in the eighth grade or not, you’re probably familiar with the sarcastic and witty math teacher, Mr. Carr. He is known through-

out the school as being both a super-fun teacher and a practical joker. He knows how to make math fun and enjoyable for all the students and of-

ten jokes with them, making his classroom a more relaxed atmosphere. In addition to teaching, Mr. Carr also entertains the class with card tricks 

and stories of his dogs. He is also the computer teacher and in charge of the much-anticipated roller coaster project that leads up to the eighth 

graders’ field trip to Six Flags. It is obvious that many students love Mr. Carr’s class. “He just relates to us. He’s like a teenager at heart,” says 

Katie David, a student in Mr. Carr’s homeroom. 

     Mr. Carr admits that teaching was not his first career choice; he initially wanted to become an electrical engineer. He quickly realized that it 

would be better to do something he was more passionate about, and mathematics was that thing for him. “In high school, I spent hours helping 

friends and tutoring other students. I enjoyed these years of my education. Those experiences and feelings helped to steer me to a career in educa-

tion, but what drew me in the most was the chance to help guide future generations. I want to ensure the success of future generations to help cre-

ate a stronger future,” Mr. Carr says. 

     Mr. Carr is a teacher who really cares about his students. He also makes it clear to everyone that he is available for additional help at any time. 

He works hard to make his lessons easy enough that they’re understandable, but hard enough that it challenges students and shows what the real 

world will be like. He is truly an outstanding teacher and shows it well.  

Mrs. Coulter 
By Blake Sondgeroth 

 

     Deep within the halls of Illini Bluffs High lives a mystical being by the name of Mrs. Coulter. She is not a typical grouchy English teacher, 

but a vibrant young raven that brightens the classroom and makes English enjoyable. Her insight into the minds of students is quite impressive. 

“She understands us, and she understands how kids think,” says senior Conner Pardieck. Since Mrs. Coulter knows so much about us, we decided 

to find out more about our teacher: 

 

Q: What’s your favorite food? 

A: Anything from the grill, specifically cheeseburgers that my husband makes. 

Q: What is something you can’t live without? 

A: Something I call “porch-time,” which is my husband, son, and I during the warm months doing summer-y stuff on the porch (blowing bubbles 

and eating popsicles). 

Q: What is your favorite Pokemon? 

A: The only word from Pokemon that I know is Pikachu, so I guess that’s my favorite. 

Q: Which finger is your favorite? 

A: Right index finger, because I use it to get my “point” across. 

Q: Who is your favorite Harry Potter character? 

A: Ron Weasley: he’s so conflicted but so good at his core. 

 

Hopefully Mrs. Coulter continues to connect with students at IBHS for years to come and keeps up the good work! 

This semester, the Publications Staff decided that nominating a high school teacher didn’t quite seem fair. Thus, the students were asked to stretch back to their 

middle and elementary school days to find teachers that stood out. It seems teachers with last names that start with C are definitely doing something right. If 

you see the following teachers, be sure to thank them for their hard work and acknowledge that the work they do certainly makes an impression upon the stu-

dents at Illini Bluffs. 

Outstanding Elementary School Teacher: 

Outstanding Middle School Teacher: 

Outstanding High School Teacher: 

Review of Prom 

By Maddie Gresham 

 

     This year’s prom was held at Coyote Creek Golf Course for the 

first time. Due to a high attendance at Grand March, couples also 

walked through the library before entering the theater, which was 

decorated in light blues, with a waterfall next to a stone path. Sun-

set Memories was the theme. Prom court included Arianna Young, 

Bailey White, Heath Frevert, Bruno Cardoso and Alex Hewit. Bai-

ley White and Heath Frevert were crowned this year’s Prom 

Queen and Prom King. Dinner included chicken, roast beef, 

mashed potatoes, candied carrots, and green beans with cake for 

dessert. All in all, this year’s prom was a night to remember.  

2013 Prom Court 

(from L to R) pic-

tured at IB’s 

Grand March:  

Ari Young, Jaycee 

Johnson, Kelsie 

Ehlers, Queen 

Bailey White, 

King Heath 

Frevert, Blake 

Sondgeroth, 

Bruno Cardosa, 

and Alex Hewit. 

Feature Stories 
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Sports 
Middle School Boys Basketball 

Lauren Stevenson 

 

     A new coach was introduced to the Middle 

School Boys Basketball team this year, Mr. 

Armstrong, who knew he would lead the boys 

to state! They didn’t have a phenomenal sea-

son, but the boys were excited about going to 

state. Mr. Armstrong explains how thrilled 

they were; he stated that they would show up 

to the school to practice when they didn’t 

have to and ask for more frequent and longer 

practices. As it was his first year, the team’s 

Elite 8 finish and seeing how hard the boys 

worked made it all worth it for Mr. Arm-

strong. Although they did not place in state, it 

was the experience and the memories that 

mattered most in the end. .  

High School Girls Basketball: 

A Year in Review 

Adam Look 

 

     The 2012-2013 girls’ basketball season was another successful and winning year for the 

Illini Bluffs Lady Tigers. The girls ended the season with a 29-3 record. 

     This was once again a senior dominated team led by a class of four seniors. With a strong 

support cast, the girls team came within 2 wins of repeating a trip to Bloomington to partici-

pate in the state tournament. The highlight of the season came in early February when the Mt. 

Pulaski Lady Toppers visited the Tigers for the 2nd Annual “Fouling Out Breast Cancer” 

game. Led with a career high 47 points by senior star Taylor McClintock, the Lady Tigers de-

feated the Toppers in front of a packed crowd. Taylor also recorded her 3000th career point in 

the final game of the season against the Brimfield Indians. She finished her high school career 

in 7th on the all time girls basketball scoring list in the state of Illinois. 

     The Lady Tigers were closely defeated in the sectional championship game against a rival 

Mt. Pulaski team.  

Proud Sponsors of the Illini Bluffs Publications Class: 

 

Visit www.jostens.com and search for our school. 

OR 

Contact Mrs. Roderick via e-mail at rroderick@illinibluffs.com. 

 

Yearbooks will be available for pick-up at registration in August. 

Don’t forget to purchase your 2012-2013 yearbooks. 

There are a limited number available! 

Jordan Wright, 

freshman, drives 

to the hoop.  

Jaycee Johnson, 

senior, blows 

passed a de-

fender. 

Sydney 

McClintock, 

freshman, scores 

for the Tigers.  

Tierra Lem-

merman, 

freshman, con-

trols the tempo 

as guard.  



Op-Ed 
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Feeling Apprehensive about the Schedule—Adam Look, Junior 
 

     The 2013-2014 school year will be a new experience to many students. A new school year will always bring changes. The transition from 

summer to school is rough for many, but Illini Bluffs students have grown accustomed to these changes over the years. The biggest change that 

students may not be ready for is the switch from a block schedule to a modified-block schedule, which will begin in the fall of 2013.  

     Beginning in 6th grade, students begin a block schedule that consists of four classes each day. These classes usually run around an hour and 

a half long. The students will alternate the next day, attending the classes on their schedule that they were not in the day before. This block 

schedule will be much different beginning in the 2013-2014 school year. Instead of a block schedule, we will be using the modified-block 

schedule. This has students attending a regular amount of 8 classes a day. This will be the normal schedule on every Monday, Tuesday, and 

Friday. On every Wednesday and Thursday, students will return to the block schedule they are so accustomed to, and only go to 4 of their 

classes that day, while going to their other 4 the next day.  

     Some may not see the change in our class schedule to be beneficial. The 2014 seniors have been on a block schedule for the last six years. 

Switching to a modified-block schedule for the last year of high school will be a big challenge. We see a block schedule as a positive because 

of the load that it takes off of our shoulders. A teacher is not able to teach for a full 90 minutes of their class, which leaves a lot of extra time. 

This extra time can be used as a benefit to students. If they are given the time, many students are more likely to want to complete their home-

work at school rather than at home. Struggling students can also receive help from a teacher with extra time during class. With many students 

being involved in extra-curricular activities before and after school, receiving help on a subject can be difficult. Extra time not used in class can 

be a beneficial tool for students to use.  

     This new schedule may cause a struggle in some classes. Classes like biology, physiology and chemistry will need a full 90 minute class 

much of the time. This long class is needed to do experiments, labs, and even dissecting animals, like cats. A short class will limit the availabil-

ity for these to be done, since most of these things take a longer time and need the longer class schedule to be completed.  

     Next school year will be a different experience for many. The students, teachers, and administration will be in for a big modification with 

the class schedule times changing.  

Student Opinions on the High School Schedule Change for the 2013-2014 School Year 

A Positive Outlook—Sam Giftos, Freshman 

Block-Buster 

     The Illini Bluffs school district has experienced recent changes in our faculty and curriculum. With the school board obtaining four new mem-

bers and losing two incumbents, it has been perhaps the most exciting news in the local towns of Illini Bluffs. However, the interesting topic has 

been the change to our high school curriculum starting next year and the years that follow. The school board has approved the new curriculum 

which pertains to having all eight classes on Monday, Tuesday, and Friday, and on Wednesday and Thursday we will have block classes. This 

topic has brought up quite the discussion amongst teachers and the students in our high school. I personally believe that the new curriculum will 

bring positive change to our school, and I am looking forward to finishing my high school career with the new schedule. 

     Missing a day of school now results in four class periods being missed and not visiting those classes for two days or even more. The new 

schedule to be put in place will diminish these gaps of classes being missed due to the schedule promoting all eight classes a day. This also al-

lows for the students to see the college-based classes like math, English, science, and Spanish four times out of the week instead of three or two 

times. Furthermore, students are able to retain and process the instructed information through repetition in the class. I was also able to talk to a 

teacher, Aaron Stremmel, who visited the Pontiac High School to gain some background on their schedule. Mr. Stremmel believes that students 

will feel as if this schedule will have a faster pace than the block schedule we have now. “Instead of having ninety minute classes, we will now 

have forty-five minute classes where kids won’t feel like their heads are being crammed with information,” said Mr. Stremmel.  He also believes 

that teachers who use their ninety minutes to do a lab or even lecture will still have that time to do so with the new schedule. With only forty-five 

minute class periods, students will have an active listening brain and will be ready to learn instead of losing interest in the hour and a half class. 

     Change is everywhere now; it’s all around us and happening all the time. I think that the students and parents of our IB community just need 

to be ready for this change and need to trust that our faculty know what they are doing to help us prosper in life. This schedule can be very prom-

ising towards our future if and only if we give it that chance to make it. I really do believe that our school can adapt to the change for next year 

and can grow to enjoy its opportunity to make us, and specifically you, successful. 

Working in the Kitchen 
Brooke Dillon 

     I am Brooke, a Co-op student currently working in the Illini Bluffs Cafeteria. We work all 

morning to try to provide a nutritious meal with many options. However, we are given regula-

tions from the government and we have to abide by them: no salt, very little sugar, low carbohy-

drates, and low calories. The cafeteria has a small number of staff,  which makes it difficult to 

make complex meals. 

     When students walk up to the lunch line they have several options. On any given day they 

have the option of hot dogs, hamburgers or ham and cheese wraps. For a main course meal they 

could get a chicken fajita; lettuce, cheese, and dressing; or chicken nuggets with mashed pota-

toes and gravy. A meal also includes fruit, fresh and canned; vegetables; and milk. There is also 

Smucker's Peanut Butter and Jelly and a salad bar on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. 

There are always options that are nutritious and delicious. 

     Some of us in the Cafeteria get here at 6:00 in the morning while others stay until 3:00 in the 

evening. Our boss Trudy gets here early in the morning and stays until at least 4:00 and later 

trying to create good meals that meet the regulations; she works really hard. We each have sev-

eral tasks to complete in a day and if one person doesn't have as much that day then we help oth-

ers. For example, I complete ten trays or 240 cups a day of fruit for the elementary. Some days 

if I have more to do then others, they help me out, and if I have less then I help others out. We 

are like a family; we all hang out, talk, cook, prepare food, and eat together. We help each other 

and work hard. 

     The Cafeteria has regulations set in place by the government. All food must be trans fat free 

and we are allowed 750-850 calories for lunch for the whole week. As long as the lunches for 

the week are in that range they are good to go calorie wise, but that is not very much. Snack 

items will now have to be under 200 calories. Certain days of the week include different guide-

lines for vegetables; dark green, orange/red, beans/peas, starchy and other. A meal is the meat or 

alternatives, fruit, vegetables, grain, and milk.  However, you have to choose a vegetable, fruit 

or both to make a lunch government regulated. Often times there are other options. 

     Even though there are new regulations, we are working hard to provide delicious and nutri-

tious meals. We are always open to realistic suggestions, but it has to be with in the government 

regulation and of course the budget. We are learning as we go with the new regulations. Please 

be patient. We will continue to work hard to give you delicious and nutritious meals. God Bless! 

Joining a Branch of Military 
Kelsie Ehlers 

Being a part of the 

Unites States Mili-

tary is a wonderful 

feeling. The military 

holds various bene-

fits, but nothing com-

pares to going out 

and defending your 

country at all costs. 

My name is Kelsie 

Ehlers. I am a senior 

at Illini Bluffs High School, and I am in the 

United States Air National Guard. Many peo-

ple ask me what made me chose the military. 

Well, there are a lot of different reasons for 

enlisting, but for me it is because some of my 

family is prior service and it has always been 

a dream of mine to enlist and serve my coun-

try as well. As I stated earlier, there are a lot 

of benefits that come along with being in the 

military. A huge one is free college. A,fter I 

get back from training I am going to ISU 

with the military paying my full four years of 

intuition. I plan on making the military a ca-

reer and reenlisting after my initial 6 years is 

up. The honor and pride I feel for my country 

goes beyond anything I have ever felt before. 

I can honestly say, with everything I have, I 

am proud to be in the United States military 

and protecting those I love. 
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The Illini Bluffs Yearbook Staff 

would like to extend a special 

thanks to Bill Watkins and his 

staff—especially Debbie! With-

out their help, our yearbook 

would cease to be. We can’t 

thank you enough for your sup-

port. 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

 


